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Vidya Niwas Misra

R. Vidya Niwas Misra on whom the Sahitya Akademi
confers its highest honour of Fellowship today is one
of the most eminent scholar-thinkers writing in Hindi.

Dr. Vidya Niwas Misra was born on 14 January, 1926 in
Pakardiha, district Gorakhpur, U.P.. After his M.A. in
Sanskrit from the University of Allahabad, he took up a
lexical project under the guidance of Rahul Sankrityayan.
For a while he was associated with the Information Depart-
ment of the U.P. and Vindhya Pradesh Governments. There-
after, since 1957 he followed a long and varied career with
various academic institutions, such as: Gorakhpur Univer-
sity, Sampoornanand Sanskrit Vishwa Vidyalaya, Univer-
sities of California and Washington. He was Director of
K.M. Hindi Institute, Agra (1977-86), Vice-chancellor of
Kashi Vidyapeeth and Sampoornanand Sanskrit Vishwa
Vidyalaya and Chief Editor of Nav Bharat Times. He has
been honoured with several awards and distinctions
including Padma Shree (1988), Moorti Devi Award. of
Bharatiya Jnanpith (1990), Shankar Puraskar of K.K. Birla
Foundation, and many other awards. Convener of the
Sanskrit Advisory Board and Member of the Executive
Board of the Sahitya Akademi, Dr. Misra has published
over seventy books of criticism, language and linguistics,
essays and poetry. These days he is associated with the
editing of Encyclopaedia of Hinduism and a monthly in
Hindi, Sahitya Amrit.

Vidya Niwas Misra is a renowned muiti-disciplinary sav-
ant, spanning with ease various fields of traditional and
modern knowledge. With his deep-rooted traditional
world-view, he is equally respected by the bearers and
votaries of modemity. He is Encylopaedic in his know-
ledge, but he is not a mere book : he subjects scholarship
to critical thinking.

Having studied systematically the classical and other
modern Indian literatures, Dr. Misra has maintained a live
link-up between life and literature and thus he has come
to champion both the classical and folk traditions. His
literary roots are set deep in this very soil. His sensitivity
and awareness are closely attuned to the sun-rise and
sun-set, the environment and the perspectives, indeed, to



v o R WA A TR R g W W F
wiiea v gt & W ooy wRAw ok wiigwd e Wl R
TR T % W ST ok S e ® ¥ e
s Rt ¥, ofeafr oft St & il R ) o
T T ¥, e & I % el SR A u I wEa
Q @ T-aE % W Y g Gedl W gen ger
T & st e 3 84 3% mefan < .. e ¥ W AR SRR
=1 T R €, R o fach & gl 3 e e i 1

A - T IS F A oe-Tegy 3R e
e Fan Frnfrarg St # ToESRS F T ], [T
ik v TEF WA @ R | e T AR SR A
o F | frnfer St R gl % R s |
. AT % TR 9% fafees vRdE WEEMW &
I ¥ | S for, “wRdE # TeH Th 9aq AR §
3k o agge: IO @ EWH B W NG A R AGH
TR F IR Faa ren & T8 &, o frverrria B wHg
¥ fore gen v o e @, <N Rl ot St Geatian = i
watge ¥ 9o B

R diepfes gedl % ot o, fenferd fay e @
e faen % orefen ekdl € Tdds Feer % w9 o
frenframy St 9 =aTge widseT ¥ | o Ra & oredan Ui
S SO T oX ot oredt AR } | R -
foren % fafire forgm B gu ST first syfrs Yo % STF
qRE ¥ | Y ST TR O 9H-S0ad % /e S/
st Frrfs 7 @1 3@ Y g WE F@ & B o &
wifect ok el A e it 3 ferenframa firs o swifeRd
7 fra &, e 9 wdEW @ 3R g fRa R oftea
S ol & TIOT S Y AT T 3 qgEd ¥ | U e
¥ w9 I ff fax St = e ¥ wat| TEE #)

fRY ¥ Y- ¥ N g e W fafae gEst
3k o @ qa STRE A F GEAT A agd Fao A
dar-uwr € SR syl % e J gu & & % fag
U ufas fraeier 81 Fever fatamst #i g #
A-afe w1 FHE HEd ¥ gl Il @ % faw e
T TR ¥ A a0 TE-Ae ¥ 3R FaER s IR
R ofAE W, AT I AR H Gren TAHR 3 Farl
3k I A @ , S T T R E FW aen 9Rkaw
TR TR TR ¥ | 3w FEl A e i I F SAfEeE
dftq odw Rarl gedt ¥1 ek FEuER R faftrea =t
waifrd Q9. TovErR Bl A fora a1—"depa Ak
sl TR TEfa-TTT % Y o ¥ | DO we ol
et F U o 3% WEE ¥ ofdflud e SR STh
FoH | AH W A S T N YFF 1 F E IR W
WA T THEE H ek & W ¥ 17 o, faenfem by %
Wipa Fee-Ge §—fodad @ ois, F7H # Fofl SIe, I
F7 95t SR ST 74, qH T &9 I, W 9 F gP A
w1 & Fh g gorn dAFER, 9P @ fafy, e % e

every little move of this land and it5 people. His insights
are acute, his expression moving. As he himself puts it, "I
grew up on the affection bestowed upon me by the lower
reaches of the Himalayas; the confluence of Ganga and
Yamuna gave me the momentum through the swings of
conflicts, and the Vindhyas taught me to be patient ... 1
was born to Sanskrit, and English suckled me; but cool
shade I got only under the green wings of Bhojpuri.”

Dr. Vidya Niwas Misra’s cultural sensitivity is imbued with
the cordiality and interiority of the well known folklore and
historical awareness of his own region and birth place.
That is also what makes his Indianness and humaneness
more catholic. According to him, “ldentifying Indianness
is a continuous process and it means in fact identifying
oneself.” This approach has equipped him not just with
faith in his own culture but also an open mind to under-
stand the world culture—devoid of any racial narrowness
or national prejudice.

Dr. Misra is one of the pioneering essayists in Hindi. In
his prolonged and frequent sojourns to the West, he has
closely observed the modern Western life in its variegated
shades, as also the shallowness or hollowness of the con-
sumerist culture. As a consequence, his talents are geared
to safeguard the humanity from the predicament or curse
of modernism. The essayist Vidya Niwas Misra accords the
central place to universal humanism, though his allusions
emanate from his intimate village-world or from his famil-
iar urban settings. He is always found grappling with those
questions and challenges that invariably corrode the con-
ditions of human verity. One can perceive the expressive
glow of both folk and canon throughout his essays. His
essays are almost like a rhapsody to the greatness of one’s
own soil.

Acharya Hazari Prasad Dwivedi has underscored the
uniqueness of his essays in the following words : "He is a
pundit of Sanskrit Literature and Indian culture and tradi-
tion. Even as he touches upon the minor subjects or
themes, his innermost thoughts and feelings effortlessly
come down to the tip of his pen and a number of tangled
questions of the modern times do get lit up with unex-
pected solutions.”

His major works include the following collections of
essays : Chhitavan ki Chhanh, Kadam ki Phooli Dal, Angan
ka Panchhi aur Banjara Man, Tum Chandan Ham Fani, Mere
Ram ka Mukut Bheeg Raha Hai Kaun Too Phulawa
Beenanihari, Angad ki Niyati Tamal ke Jharokhe Se etc.
Besides he has published a number of books on Indologi-
cal themes.

Dr. Misra's ‘personal’ essays are suggestive of different
moods of human mind and at the same time they take into
account the secular, cultural and geographical or environ-
mental conditions related to such moods; he is highly suc-
cessful in depicting turbulence arising in the minds of the
connoisseurs or cognicenti.

The poetically inclined Dr. Misra has also written poems
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which show him in his moments of gay abandon. And yet,
in spite of the note of a deeply believing person, he does
not shirk from voicing a harsh judgement on man’s predi-
cament today in his collection, Uttar Geet-Govinda :

“There shall be no homes
Nor the makers of home,
Everyone will be a hunter
Everyone

The hunted

It's an age of hunting, when
No one makes a home.”

In another of his major works Mahabharat ka Kavyartha,
Dr. Misra attempts a hermeneutics of the great Indian epic.
According to him, the highest truth that the Mahabharat
propounds is that of sacredness of life. The touchstone of
this great truth is to be found in compassion, non-violence
and love or respect for all forms of life.

In his life as in his literary output, Dr. Vidya Niwas Misra
has articulated Indianness in all its splendour. Listening
to his public speeches is a great treat for one's ears.

For his eminence as a scholar, thinker and writer, the
Sahitya Akademi confers its highest honour, the Fellow-
ship, on Vidya Niwas Misra. O
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